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a mr w mm v v w mm w it is equally their dutv not to repealmade one, 1 ought perhaps to decline
troubling you or others with my hum

may be within the . scheme of Provi-
dence that the great work of spreading
the gospel ovei that vast continent,

nor so modify any of them as to leave
quiesce ia them for the sake of the Unin.
have arrived at the same conclusion tbr.i
it must and shall be executed. Thev haveble opinions on the great principles ol the constitutional obligations "wholly. Wrinra for the Free Trader.

TEH DE3COCHATIC XOMT2rEIS. State rights and federal administration;ARwt Lav

complete answer to all your interrog-
atories; but the clause in which you
inquire whether I would "discounten-
ance by every proper means all att-
empts to disturb or change the provis-
ions of that law, whereby "those pro-
visions might be made less effectual,"
may possibly be construed to imply
that the Executive would be'expected

E!v ?-r- iir. In !

unexecuted, or so executed as to fulfill
neither the dictates of duty nor of
good faith, nor ihe just expectations of!
that large portion of the American
people much of whose property de-

pends for Its value upon the faithful
obser-anc- e of one of these guaran-
tees. .

From circumstances arising subse

JAMES L. AUTIIY,
A?- t Lav.

If HI 5?IIUi. TTS.

with all the arts and comforts of civili-

zation, is to be finally accomplished by
the black man restored from American
bondage. A foothold there has alrea-
dy been gained for him; and in such a
scheme centuries are but as seconds to
to Him who moves worlds as man
mores a finger. '

-- I

I do cot suggest the remedies and con-

solations of slavery to inspire patience,
hope and charity on all sides. TLe migh-
ty subject calls for the exercise of all man's
wisdow and virtue, and tliese may not suf

to influence or restrain the action of
Congress by other means than those
enjoined by the constitution. Lest
my answer may not be deemed full on

but as 1 cannot plead ignorance of the
partiality of a few friends in several
parts of the Uniori, who may by pos-
sibility, in a certain event, succeed in
bringing me within the field from which
a whig candidate is to be selected, I
prefer to err on the side of frankness
and candor, rather than by silence to
allow any stranger unwittingly to
commit himself to my support.

Your inquiries open the whole ques-
tion of domestic slavery, which has, in
different forms, for a number of years
agitated Congress and the country.

Premising that you are the first per-
son who has interrogated me on the

thus, for every practical purpose, Adopted
the same platform, and have resolvu tj
sustain it against the common enemy.
Why, then, should they wrangle and di-

vide and waste their energies, not respect-
ing the main question, which has already
teen definitively settled, but in rcirard to
the process which has brought ihtin, tho
from different directions, to the same con
elusion? Above all, why should the stren-
gth of the democratic party cf tne country
be impaired and hi ascendencv jeoparded
for any such cause? We wuoeheve that
the triumph of democratic principles is es-

sential not only to the prosperity of the
Union, but even to the preservation cf th
constitution, ought reciprocally to forget
and, if need be, to forgive the past, and
cordially unite with our political brethren
in sustaintng for the future the good old
cause of democracv. It must be a source

this point, it is due to candor to state

n-S'T- Ersf i'V. --,W W-M- I A-- '

that I should not feel at liberty, in any
event, to use the patronage of the go-
vernment for the purpose of influenc-
ing the legislative action upon that "or
any other subject, but would leave to

5 a s.1 tr- - i:aj- -
i

t-- 24Xs

quent to the passage of the "original
law for the recapture of fugitive slaves,
that law became In effect inoperative,
leaving a stipulation of the constitution,
vitally important to one-ha- lf of the
Union, almost as useless as if it had
had no place in that great charter of
the government.

A short extract from some observa-
tions made in the Senate on the 13th
of March, 1350, urging the necessity

fice without aid from a higher source. -

It is in the foregoing manner, my dear
sir, that I have long ben in the habit, in
conversation ofexpressirg myself all over
our common country oii the question of

Tl al jf nl W democrats
il lluiaK ta cVooe

The HK-- E Jo H Use ligbet atB,
Tie li54 prtrs la ase.

Urvkd reilia. Lire dvlr met,

Ai fUIWi tt- - pan;
A ek pi.5 tL ciadidate

A xr f tnrATal Lean:

Oct (LcAoe briuj;
-- T GulI, we feaaaeSev Hazpliires eon,

--f-
ert AlAbrv.a' King!

' TL"se ttif--a rpLa J eat i patriot act,
lrc--i titer fling ;

"T lin e4 ajxi trodden down,
"J tsiiot Sid aid liej 11 bring."

T4.ro til crvii Hi.'.!ie ,
TLe flrvus sca&J v ring,

Tl CLtf t cL.t is Franklin Fierce,
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Congress the independent exercise of
j subject, I give you the basis of what its constitutional functions, and reserve

e. v. ctshaw,
. . . - . v- -

negro slavery; asd I Liay that I have
to the Executive the full measure ofwouia oe my reply in greaiemeiau, u iiound out Terr itrw persCSuuacr wim

I Titime allowed and the contingency allu responsibility attaching to hi3 approval
or disapproval of all acts passed by
Congress.

of deep and lasung pleasure toevery pat-
riotic heart; that our beloved country kas o
happily passed through the late trying and
dangerous crisis. The volcano has been
extinguished, I trust, forever; and the mart
who would apply a firebrand at the present

of the Ifnmediate passage of a more
efficient fugitive slave law, will show
that the opinions here advanced were
then avowed and urged by me as the
motives for legislative action :

"My own opinion is, that we should
take up the bill for the recapture of

me, however opposite their geographical
positions.

Such are the views or opinions which
you seek. I cannot suppress or mutilate
them, although now liable to be more gen-
erally known. Do with them what you
please. I neither court nor shun publicity.

I remain, very trulv, vours,
WINFIELD SCOTT.

T. P. Atkixsojt, esq., Danville, Va.

I have the honor to be, very respect-
fully, your obedient servant,

S. A. DOUGLAS.
Robert Gs Scott, esq.

at:
moment to the combustible materials which
still remain, may produce an eruption to

ded to above were less remote.
, In boyhood, at William and Mary
College, and in common with most, if
not all, my companions, I became deep-
ly impressed with the views given by
Mr. Jefferson in his "Notes on Vir-
ginia," and by Judge Tucker, In the
A ppendix to his edition of "Blacks tone's
Commentaries," in juvorof a gradual
emancipation of slaves. That Appen-
dix I have not seen iu thirty-od- d years,
and in the same period have read scar-
cely anything on the subject; but my

overwhelm berth the constitution and thLetter from Lewis Cass, Esq. fugitive slaves, reported by the Judi-
ciary Committee.

In my opinion, the contingency to
1 am disposed to suspend all ourAre wLett we sur-7-e- tLe writer you refer is remote and highly improbibld, 'On the Annexation of Canada.

West Poist, June 29, 1849.
Mr Dear sir : The news from the Par

discussions, and to lay aside all other

:f iki
that Congress wi.l ever pass a bid ' modi-
fying or chaf'ging tLe fugitive-slav- e law, scr

as to impair its present valuable enact-

ments." This law consummated th bond
liament of Great Britain this morning must,LLTTERS FR031 GENERAL SCOTT.

business, with a view to act upon that
bill without unnecessary delay, and to
pass it in such form as may be accep-
table to a majority of this body. That
is the point upon which theSouth feels

I think, increase the discontent of our
neighbors on the other side of the St. LawtL P. CX7TLES, M. Dn D. D.

of peace between the slave-holdin- g aimOa lie X7atsialixation Laws.
Washixctox, Nov. 10, 1S41. rence and the lakes not a little; snd that

those discontents will, in a few years, lead most acutely, and in regard to which

Washington, May 2.3, 1S52.
Sir: I received your letter of the

17th instant on Friday last, and shall
proceed to answer it frankly and ex-

plicitly.
I consider the series of legislative

measures known as the Compromise,
including the fugitive-slav- e law, as the
final adjustment of a dangerous agita-
tion, which threatened the stability of
the Union ; and this view, which I pre-
sented to the Senate on the 21st of
December last, in some remarks upon
the subject, has been fortified by sub-
sequent events; and hereafter, wheth-
er in a public or in a private station, I
shall advocate their integrity and their

the States at the late very
critical period of our history. Had it not
pftssed, the remaining measures of adjust-
ment, however wise in themselves, would!

to a separation of the Canadas, New Bruns it has the most serious cause of com
wick, &c, fec, from the mother country,
seems equally probable.

early impressions arefresh and unchang-
ed Hence, if I had had the honor of a
seat in the Virginia legislature in the
winter of 1S3I-- 2, when a bill was
brought forward to carry out these
views, I should certainly have given it
my hearty support.

I suppose I scarcely need say, that
in my opinion Congress has no color of
authority under the constitution for
touching the relation of master and
slave within a State.

plaint. I have heard but one man in
this body deny the existence of this not have deserved the name of a compro-- "

niise, between these two classes of States.

b tL- - Vr: Ursacb- - I bave the honor to ac--
, . ; kriowiedre your letter of the fcth insL.rf v. . irpsr z i Voawritten, as are pleased to add, in

Kxt miv ;fA, iri2 'IcliZii of several hundred native A--
- . , , ; rr.tricsja rtfH;b!icans of Philadelphia.

J JUL J ;; - i Not cochdentia'ly, but not forpubli--
" . :caJwa, I have already replied to a let--

ill those provinces form themselves
an independent nation, or seek a connex evil, or the justice and necessity, of

ion with our Union? I think the probabil
It is the single measure of the whole series
in which the slate-holdin- g States, with the
exception of Texas, have any peculiar iu- -

providing an adequate remedy.
"I, for one, am willing to take up

the subject ; and provide the necessa
ity i3 greatly in favor of the latter. In
my judgment the interest of both sidesSURGEOX ..DEXTIST, terfroa David M.Stone, esqof vour
would be much promoted by the annexa ry means for carrying the provision ofc.sv. a the same subject. I will

terest. It is the cnlr compensation w men
they have received for the great ixicrifices
which many, perhaps a majority, of theirft. m. r v 1 "V. v. - - a tion the several provinces commjr intot observance. And should the favor of1 i.u. wr-- e it you in use manner, and in

ST. f. r. 'rw i.n?Te- - This is the month when the the Union on equal terms with our present citizens believe thev have sutkred. Be
thirty States. The free navigation of the my fellow-citizen- s call me to the pres-

idency, I should use all the constitu-
tional and legal means within my pow- -

a ii 11

St. Lawrence is already of immense impor

the constitution into lull efiect. Such
a procedure Would have the very best
effect upon the South at this time.
It would be a pledge of our sincerity,
and of our desire to do justice to that
greatsection of ourcommon country."

A conviction of the injustice of this

sides, nearly all the other measures of the
Compromise, certainly the most important
of then, are m their very nature final, and
cannot be repealed by Congress. Under

tance to perhaps a third of our present
population, and would he of great value

Is r-- v f .--w. t -- r pre-su-re ol oiiicial business is heaviest
-- . :w w. vk'rJi rue leaving scarce! v time forSr?aiba --j au? I r n.. ii-- , .".t...Yt.::;w seep or exercise. I must not,

j. riw vHttL,-- : jj. r" ever, wholly ncclcct your communica- -

" Id rJr rry r.iT- - SJiOuM any considerable number of

I hold the opposite opinion in re-

spect to the District of Columbia. Here,
with the consent of the owners, or on
the payment of "just compensation,"
Congress may legislate at discretion.
Cut my conviction is equally strong
that, unless it be step by step with the
legislatures of Virginia and Maryland,
it would be dangerous to both races
in those States to touch the relation be-

tween master and slave in this

er to cause those laws, as well as an
others, to be enforced fully, fairly and these circumstances, it would not onjy do

unjust, but in bad faith, to deprive thesestate of things, and of the justice of
the demand for an efficient modihca btates of the benefits secured to mem iy

the fugitive-slav- e law, especially when aj.--.f arujqn. ; i. .
"- - m si.jr- - ajv ifciiow-countrvm- cn assirn

without exception. And so far as it
might be proper, I should discounte-
nance all attempts to disturb or change
the provisions of the law for the re-

capture of fugitive slaves, whereby
tion of the law, led to the provisions

to the remainder. After annexaUon, two
revenue cutters below Quebec would give
us a better security against smuggling than
thirty thousand custom-hous- e employees
strung along the line that separates us
from the British possessions on the conti-
nent. I am well acquainted with that line,
and know a great deal of the interests and
character of the provincials. Though op

law of this character is not only authori
SI-- ;!AfTi zed, but absolutely required, by the ex-

press mandate of the constitution.

5 dtirc to give me, a prominent posi--
xka icfore the I shall take time

I To methodize my iews on the great
4 coestkis vou have proposed. Those

those provisions might be rendered less
1 have from the first been of opinion

now ingrafted upon the original stat-
ute, and which together provide ade-
quate means for carrying into effect
the constitutional obligation. It is
my opinion that laws of this nature

efficient in carrying into enect thethat Congress was bound by the coniews Lave t!.eir origin in the stormy constitutional obligations upon that
In what estimation would tne en inzca

world hold the conduct of one of thepar-tie- s

to a solemn treaty of peace between
independent nations who, whilst himself ia

posed to incorporating with us any districtstitution to receive, to refer, and to revr subject.
present peculiarly grave considerationsport upon petitions relating to domes-

tic slaverv, as ia the case of all other 1 believe that the repeal or an es
W x5it Wct at4 4JL. sential modincation or this law, im and that their et&cacy cannot - be im

paired without the neglect of undenia
the enioymcnt of all the benehls supuiaiea
in his Favor, and in which he knows he can
never be disturbed, should then turn round,
and, merely because he possesses the pow

pairing its efficacy, would do more topetitions; but I have not failed to see
and regret the unavoidable irritation ble constitutional duties. Essentia toalienate the South from the North than

j ere confirmed iu the week that the
Ilarrisoa tleclors were chosen in New
Y rk. Oa both occasions I was in

( xlil city, and heard in the streets
wiUi the natives." It was

heard ia almost every group of foreign-
ers as the simal for rallvin? and out- -

which the former have produced in the the fulfillment of fundamental guaranany event than all the events, indeed er, deprive the other party of the only
equivolent he had received tinder this verytees, they in effect constitute a portionsouthern States, with the consequent

peril to the two colors, whereby the

densely peopled with the Jlezican race, J
thould be most happy to fraternize with
our northern and twrlkeastern neighbortr'"

"What may be the views of the executive
government on the subject,Iknow absolute-
ly nothing; but I think I cannot err in say-
ing that two-thir- ds of our people would
rejoice at the incorporation, and the other
third soon perceive its benefits.

Of course, I am opposed to any under-
hand measures on our part in favor of the
measure, or any other act of bad faith to-

wards Great Britain. Her good will, in
my view of the matter, is only second to

--which have led to those sectional
(Terences that have marked the projom wurrn-- .1 ttntr. rrToav, ol them, and so lar partake of a con treaty?

stitutional character as to be guardedadoption of any plan ol emancipation But I forbear to pursue this subject, ingress of our history, and which have
has everywhere among us been greatly against repeal, or any modification by my opinion, the harmony of the States andhappily Yielded to a spirit of conces
retarded. which the laithlul execution of thesesion and conciliation. Such a measX-r- i. t? tV w - 1 I sat down with me in my parlor at the

--- i f -w f.t-k-. c z xhf f Aster House (November, IS 10) to I own myself no slaves; but never important stipulations might be impe
r V". It ft 4r-- . ded or prevented.

ure would destroy all confidence, both
in the good faith of the North, and in
the value everywhere of the constitu

draw ci aa address, designed to rall have attached blame to masters for not
liberating their slaves well knowing

tne prosperity it may oe tne presertauun
of the Union depend upon the mainten-

ance and faithful execution of all the com-

promise measures. It is now too late in
the day to go behind the record and dis- -

cuss the original merits.

And in conformity with these sentiArncrican parlv. that of the provincials themselves; and thatthat liberation, without the means of ments, I have voted to lay upon the takr5 - ; Ttscdav alter the election I set out the former would soon follow the latter,
sending them in comfort to some posiior tie South, and have never known considering the present temper of Christen ble, or, :n other woids, not to consid

er, the petitions presented at the presdom, cannot be doubted.s precisely why our appeal was not pub- -

tional guarantees ; and in my opinion,
would Jead inevitably to a dissolution
of the Union. So believing, I believe
it is the duty of every true American
to hold on to this Compromise, in all

tion favorable to the pursuit of happi-
ness, would, in most cases, be highly in

Yours, vcrv respectfully,
JAMES BUCHANAN.

Robert G. Scott, esq.The foregoinjr views I have long been ent session asking for changes in theDKl'CCISTS,
tltt

! il:.od. rrobabiv the election olden- -

jurious to all around, as well as to the in the habit of expressing in conversation.feral Harrisoa rendered the publication ugitive-slav- e law. 1 was determined,
"or one, not to touch the law, and tol-- JL its parts, as he would hold on to thoseat that tiae unnecessary, in the opm

: ka of rnv two friends. prevent, if possible, the renewal of the
I give them to you for what they may be
worth.

Faithfully yours,
WINFIELD SCOTT.WILLIS JL DOlCnEKTV agitation.: I cow hesitate between extending

a

blessed institutions which have made
us the freest, the happiest, and the
most prosperous nation that the sun
of heaven ever shone upon.

Applying the principles here adf I WF jw-r- f mm! m X. Kir--a row he reriod of residence before naturali
vanced to the law in question, and esLetter 3 from DistinguL&ed Gentlemen to

1 t T- -. iT i ration, and a total repeal of all the acts
aj--i rwr tnr:i La- - cf Congress oa the subject my mind pecially having reference to the condi

Letter from D. S. Dickinson, Esq.
Binghamtox, N. Y., May 20, 1E52.

Mr dear sir: Your favor of the 17th
sugrestinr that, amongst other names,
mine had been associated with the demo
cratic nomination for the presidency, ahd
propoundicg for my consideration certain
interrogatories, . reached me last evening.

I have not at any time regarded myself
as a candidate for the distinguished honor
mentioned, and, as I presume is generally
known, early declared my preferences for

And, besides, it is obvious to the
fnr&-- y c. vaa!ar x k. : incCiies to the latter. most superficial observer that a spirit

manumitted lamihes themselves, unless
the operation were general and under
the auspices of prudent legislation. But
I am persuaded that it is a high moral
obligation of masters and slaveholding
States to employ all means, not incom-
patible with the safety of both colors,
to meliorate slavery, even to extermina-
tion.

It has been gratifying to know that
general melioration has been great,
and is still progressive, notwithstand-
ing the disturbing causes alluded to
above. The more direct process of e--

tion of the country and to the crisis
through which it has passed, I have
no hesitation in saying that, whoever

Concurring fully in the principles of has gone forth in some of the StatesLETTER FROM S. A. DOUGLAS, ESQ.LANDS EHTS CISDEN SEEDS.
the ITaladelphia movement, 1 should of the Union which, were it not check-

ed by a sound public opinion, might is President, it would be his duty toWasiiisgtox, D. C, May 22, 1S52.reler the name of American- wA --vv rs n,i I assuming withhold his approval from any bill so
modifying or changing that law "as to

produce the most dangerous conse- -
ma J m

I have the honor to acknowledge
the-recei- of your letter of the 17th

fa. a., a arr s? i - uovi.'Ns rcrnitHicaas, as iu Aew l ork, or dem
.tT lA r.ITr. - Vilic Americans, as I should respect

ZrT r. i- - v surest- - Krouht up ia the pnn
one of the eminent statesmen whose namesquences. 1 he right ol property is

called in question, and the securities have lonT been conspicuously before theinstant, and take pleasure in respond-
ing directly to your interrogatories,

impair its present- - valuable enact-
ments," which give to it the' necessary
efficiency.

4 UfHOial U2I llcpol- - ciplesof the revolution of Jefferson, that protect it, as sacred as any which public. . Utoder these circumstances, 1 feel... . - .mancipation may, no doubt, be earlier1 A. SiTTX? jwf xj-- f the fnZz iladisoa, Jcc under whom in youth some delicacy in publishing at mis timeespecially as my answer will owy're anywhere guard the social or political
system, are derided and disavowed,iu: ar a, 'n tva: .jt 3 , -- r i Ti I am, sir, very respectfully, yourcommenced and quickened in some

communities than in others. Each, IIK i JLr- - ecnnjencea liie, l nave aiwais uccu the opinions of a private ciuzen, though
none in expressing them.

quire a reiteration of my wellmatured
opinions which have repeatedly been ob't ser'vt.1jdt mi Lwiar jt rvine sr ; called, I have ever professed mj'self a and doctrines are inculcated utterly

It is due as well to tne kind paruaiuy,Wwl I s U f.--c - ad . re- - uUican. or wliiz. which with me was incompatible with the existence of the LEWIS CASS.
Rout. G. Scott, esq.,Richmond Va.

expressed in my place in the Senate
and in the House of Representatives! ihr thin?. 1 5mor.ratic Ameri-- which has presented the inquiries as to my

own determination,' whether acting as aUnion itself, or with peace among' lis

do not question, has the right to judge
for itself, both as to lime and means;
and I consider interference or aid from
without, except on invitation from au- -

J cans would include all good native cit-- and to my constituents at home; members, should God in his wrath sep-era- te

them into independent communiWhile the series of measures, known3LV1?S1LVLL HOUSE izers devoted to our country and insti- -
tr;?irtTic 1 rnLl nrt ?rivft from 115 nat- - thoritr, to be as hurtful to the sure pro as the Compromise, was supported and

Letter from James Buchanan, Esq.
Wheatlasd, (near Lancaster, Pa.,) )

.May 24th, 1832. . J
Sir : I have-receive- d your communica

ties. . It. becomes every one who loves

private citizen or a public servant, to prac-

tice no evasions or concealments upon vital
questions, that an answer should be given
in a spirit of frankness which becomes the
occasion, and it is given accordingly. I

J Sm-r,- )
citizens who, by long resi-- opposed by democrats and whigs in-

discriminately, and therefore could not
his country, and who desires that its
future should be glorious and not dis! desce, have become identified with us tion of the 17th inst, asking me whether,

in case of my nomination and election to Iongr since declared it to be my fixed intenjustly be claimed as party measures,cAarsp i ttmc m ia iec.iii'T ana mieresu astrous, to. discountenance these efforts,
and to maintain in their integrity the

gress of melioration, as it may be fatal
to the lives of vast multitudes, of a'l
ages, sexes, and colors. The work of
liberation cannot be forced - without
such horrid results. Christian philan-
thropy is ever mild and considerate.
Hence all violence ought to be depreca

tion and purpose, in whatsoever staJonyet 1 deemed it my doty, under the the presidency, 1 would, in the administra the vicissitudes of life might place me, tatrue principles of the constitution.circumstances, to give them in the Sen tion of the government, sustain and enforce sustain, by any and every just means with

i. w km .jrrf ti 2 fcanpy to sec bv the Philadel- -

t-- ia s fcT --Ae rnia Aaonal American, that religion
X i2X i:xE. e aS i it s to be excluded as a party element.,tk ttTiSmch Protestant as I am, both by
hKm z mad. r i rrii t iz l txTih asa conviction, I shall never con- -

ate a cordial and unwavering support; A firm determination to do this, and
not to yield to this dangerons spirit,

"the various acts of Congress constituting
what is known as the Compromise, and es in my control, the measures of adjustment

r . , .1. J -and immediately upon my return home,
would soon render it harmless for I pecially the enactments of that law relawhen assailed by my constituents, OI lcoU, Deiieving ineir auupuua as a

whole to have been wise, and their opera-
tion salutary. I regard it as the highestting to the recapture by their owners ofdefended and vindicated the provisions am perfectly convinced that the great

ted by the friends ot religion and hu-

manity. Their persuasions cannot fail
at the right time to free the master
from the slave, and thb slave from the

fugitive slaves.',' .body of our fellow-citize- ns in the non duty and dearest privilege of the ciuzenAnd also whether I , "would discounten
of each and all ol those acts, and es
pecially insisted upon the faithful exe slaveholding States consider the rights to cherish and preserve a union oi grates

which has conferred such incalculable blesof our southern brethren as sacred andcution of the Jaw for the reclamation
of fugitives from labor. My opinions

ance by every proper means all attempts
to disturb or change the provisions of that
law,, whereby these, provisions might.beinviolable as their own. sings upon mankind ; and this can only be

accomplished by maintaining, in letter and
in spirit, the integrity of the constitution

With respect to withholding the Exupon these questions have undergone made less efiectual for securing to the peo

j4 t&ra wy nn- - vetaHa wLki cm scst to a partv or S tale religion, lie--a 1 a --A r Ep0a is too sicxed to be mingled with
B k& a uv T7j T tie V4 er eiiher. It should always be kept be- -

I tweea each individual and his God, ex--
; 5 T. - - U 5 I cej l ia the way of reason and gentle

r e. tvai.ie isi w2 frtii5: s ftrscasion 5 in family churches and
els TaL 43 as iaac If 7ii sA thcr occasions ofvoluntary attendance
a5 , t d 5 Cr year, ofdiscretion,) or reciprocal
SUPERIOR 1.1 VERY STABLE, f002 -

!

lt a si5IvSILa wiitr-r- Em-- s hing success to the great work
m1 yAkV cu W taAe exre f ia tie bej which you and other patriots hare set
fcJf!T,"r , - . , -,- 'oa foot. I remain, with high respect,
KaorE CTiwgcrTxis?agtljyocr telfOW-CiUze- n,

no change; and 1 snail deem it my du ecutive approval from a bill modifying
or changing this law, "so as to impair

ple of the South their constitutional rights
in the possession and enjoyment of their

master perhaps before the latter shall
have found out and acknowledged that
the relation between the parties had
long been mutually prejudicial to their
worldly interests.

There is no evil without, in the or-
der of Providence, some compensating
benefit. The - bleeding African was
torn from his savage home by his fe

That consfitutoin provides for the restoty, in whatever official position I may
its valuable enactments, 1 have to re-

mark, that there are various constitu
be placed, to exert an legal and consti
tuional authority to enforce the honesi

ration of fugitives from service, and the
act of 1850 simply provides for its elecu
tion. .

'

slave property." '
And, again, whether, " should, unfor-

tunately, a bill be passed by Congress modtional guarantees " of the highest im
0nthe2oth of February, 1349, trfcileifying or changing the law referred to, soportance to the jpeople of the United discussing Mr. "Walker's amendment pro

execution of those, as well as all other
acts in pursuance of the constitution.
Inasmuch as the constitution of the
United States provides that 'no person

States, and without which thisrocious neighbors, sold into slavery,
and cast upon this continent. Here, viding for the temporary government cf

the Territories, I said in the Senate : Vernment would, never have been esli rTlm. . MM. vti:: r FOG?. tablished, which depend for their effi

as to impair us present valuable enactments
would 1, (you, ) as President of the repub-
lic, veto any such bilL" - .

The three several questions I answer
without the slightest hesitation, ia the af-
firmative. Ia thus answering, (to repeat

"They (the northern people) read, ton.To Geokce Washixctos Reed, esq
Jasd ethers, Philadelphia.

held to service or labor in one State
under the laws thereof, escaping into

in the mild South, the race has won-
derfully multiplied, compared with
anything ever known in barbarous life.

cacy upon congressional legislation, in the constitution that fugitives fccli ' fa
Js5t Kcrcivrd while without it they are mere barrenrv im ri il ill. i 1 f Rlmwv The. descendants of a : few thousands declarations. .: Anions these, is the

another, shall, in consequence of any
law or regulation therein, be dischar-
ged from such service or labor, but

the language of my Richmond letter ofBtniiaiff-- i,
to service by the laws cf one btate, esca-

ping into another, are to be delivered up
to the jurisdiction from whence th-- y fied
not to be enslaved,- - if they are freemen, as

Washestox, Feb. 9, 1S13. have become' many millions; and all, right of trial bv jury, and the benefit
I Des se: I have been waiting for shall be delivered up on the claim of the writ of habeas corpus, both of

i. t ii l. j l t: tr
rebruary last,) "1 purposely refrain from
discussing the original merits of the Com-

promise, because I consider it, to employ
from the first, made acquainted with
the arts of civilization, and, above all, Is ike cant phrase of the times, but to havethe party to whom such service or laDEsoumox. . evening's leisure to answer yoxir

letter before me; and after unreasona- -
wmcn wouia osoeau supuiauuus, u
not brought into life by legislative acbrought under the light of the Gospel. bor may be due it became the imper the expressive language ot the day, as a

finality' a fixed fact a most important
- r 1 At J- - .hCe delav, am at last obliged' to reply itave duty of Congress to pass all lawsFrom the promise made to Abraham tion, and by the powers it confers up-

on the judiciary. And among, them,t ia the midst of cihcial occupations, t some two thousand years had elapsed necessary to carry that-provisio-
n into enactment oi taw we agitation or ui&iur

bance of which could do no possible goode-- - . . .
also, is the obligation to surrender fubefore the advent "of our Saviour, and enect ; and no act calculated to rendera4 W a 5-- '?" wNUe. All J but might produce much positive evil. OurThat I ever nave been named in con-

nexion with the presidency of the U-cit- ed

States has not, I can assure you
the Israeli tes, the chosen people of God, that provision of the .constitution in gitives from labor, which furnished a

strong inducement to many , of the noble vessel of State, freighted with the

their rights adjudicated by the laws of the
State where the service is claimed. All
reflecting men must see and know that it
b as much a violation of the ietter ana
spirit of the eoastittttion, in the sight of
God and in the judgment of men, to har-
bor and secrete a fugitive from the laws of
a State which held him to service, as to 5

shelter aad protect a fugitive from justice "

and that the one is no, less questionable in'"
expediency or flagrant in morals taaa tits
other, .n. r v . ?

operative, or to destroy or diminish
the force of the existing laws for . its

were, for wise purposes suffered to re-
main in bondage longer than Africans

hopes of mankind, both for the present and
future generations, has passed through theStates to adopt the constitution and

without which, and a firm belief in its
the son of aa ancient neighbor and
friend, been by any contrivance or de-

sire of mine; and certainly I shall nev
nave been on" our shore. This race fulfilment, or to impair or obstruct the most dangerous breakers which she has

ever encountered, and has triumphantlyfaithful execution tbeywouid not havehas already experienced the resulting rights of the citizens of any State an
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ioined the new confederation. It waser be ia the eSd for that high office, ridden out the storm. Both those whocompensations alluded to; and as the der it, can ever receive my approval.
According-- to - the construction certainly , the constitutional dutycaress placed there by a regular nomi-- white missionary has ; never been able supported the measures of the Compromise

as just and necessary, and those who, re- -Congress to pass eQcient' laws upon These provisions are clearly wrftteifhave been inclined, to pat upon yournatios. Not. then, being a candidate, to penetrate the dark regions of Africa,
garding them in a different light, yet &c- -; our fundamental law, and he who vioiaAflj there subjects, and, having passed themor to establish himself in its interior, itacd ree-r-g no near prospect o remg letter the foregoing furnishes a full and


